Preparation for Announcement Weekend
(week of January 30, 2012)

Bulletin and Altar Announcement
for February, 4-5, 2012
(This can also be found on the ACA website – www.annualcatholicappeal.com)

Please continue to use the Prayer of the Faithful through February 18-19.

“We are challenged to be imitators of Christ. Let us reflect His love for all people by supporting His mission through our generous contributions to the Annual Catholic Appeal. We pray to the Lord.”

This is the weekend that pastors will preach about the Annual Catholic Appeal at each Mass.  It is also the weekend when the campaign brochures are to be inserted in your bulletins.  Please prepare a pulpit announcement that asks people to read the brochure and to come to Mass prepared to make their Annual Catholic Appeal pledge next weekend. Note that the in-pew envelope will have a place where those that have given by mail can indicate that.
 (
Annual Catholic Appeal 2012
Please spend some time this week reflecting on the Annual Catholic Appeal brochure that you received with your bulletin. While funding a number of Archdiocesan ministries, 
the Appeal supports parish ministries that provide religious education to children, youth and adults in economically disadvantaged communities.
  It is also one of the largest philanthropic sources of financial assistance for Catholic schools in the Archdiocese.  
Please remember that t
he 
Annual Catholic Appeal
 campaign is 
much different than a 
one time
 special collection
. 
It is a pledge campaign
 where you can make a gift
 payable in installments.
 
As you review the work enabled by your contribution to the 
Annual Catholic Appeal
, please reflect on God’s gifts to you. He has given you all that you have. Your gifts to our parish, to the Archdiocese and to the work of the Church throughout the world are given in gratitude for the continuing gifts that God gives you. 
Sometimes it is difficult to envision how one pledge can help an organization the size of our Archdiocese, how it can make a real difference. But each pledge does make a difference because all parishes participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and services.
Our combined gifts not only signify our gratitude to God, they fund a significant portion of the work of our Archdiocese. After our parish goal of $ ____________ is reached in cash, 100% of the additional funds come back to our parish to help to fund our needs.     
If you received your pledge form in the mail, please complete it and mail it back or bring it to Mass next weekend.  For those of you that did not receive a mailing or have not had time to respond to it, we will conduct our in-pew pledge process at all Masses next weekend.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and generous response. 
)
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